
"The Fun They Had" by Isaac Asimov 

(Between the Lines 12, page 5) 

 

Before reading the story, look at the information below. You may answer questions 2 and 3 right on 

the question sheet. 

1. Margie, a student, talks about filling out her homework in "punch code" (page 6). Punch cards 

were used through most of the 20th century in the early days of computer programming. They 

were the method for inputting programs and data. 

 

2. In the following chart, make a point form list about what you like and dislike about school: 

School 

Like Dislike 

  

 

3. How do you think education will be different in the future? Do you imagine that schools and 

classrooms will look the same? 

  



After reading the story, answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper. Make sure to 

put the title of the story and the date at the top of the page. 

4. Isaac Asimov published this story in 1957. Are there clues in the story that suggest that this story 

about the future was written many years ago? Make a list of details that might tell the reader 

that this story was not written recently. 

5. How is Margie's school experience different from your school experience? 

6. How is her school experience similar? 

7. "Margie was thinking about how the kids must have loved it in the old days. She was thinking 

about the fun they had" (page 7). 

a. Irony is defined as the use of words to convey a meaning that is the opposite of its literal 

meaning. For example, the irony of her reply, “How nice!” when I said I had to work all 

weekend. What is ironic about Margie's thought? 

b. Do you think Isaac Asimov is making fun of students or of schools with his story? Why? 

8. For your information: 

The first hand-held cell phone was demonstrated by John F. Mitchell and Dr. Martin Cooper of 

Motorola in 1973, using a handset weighing around 4.4 pounds (2 kg). In 1983, the DynaTAC 

8000x was the first cell phone to be commercially available. It weighed 28 ounces (790 g). 

 

The first generation iPhone was released on June 29, 2007. The first generation iPhone weighed 

4.8 ounces (135 g). The advancements in technology keep coming faster and faster. What other 

aspects of life do you imagine might be different for teenagers of the future? Flying cars? Robot 

butlers?  


